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fomc Experiments feem to confirm, then other new 
DcCtrincs will arife. There mull be then a hidden, a 
fecrct Principle in Bodies, to be lighted up by this 
mod fubtle Fire. There will be in the Univerfe a 
certain perpetual Fire from thefe Pkofpkori ; the Mat¬ 
ter of which, tho' conftantly dillipated by burning, 
does not wafte enough to be obvious to our Senlcs. 

I cannot conclude my Extract of this Author, with¬ 
out mentioning, that his Work is the Refult of a 
great Variety of very ingenious Obfervations, and of 
Experiments made with the utmoft Accuracy; to 
which I may add, that wherc-ever he makes any Con¬ 
jecture concerning their Caufes, he does it with all 
poflible Decency, and Submiflion to the Judgment 
of the Learned. 


XVIII. A Letter from the Rev. Dr. Miles, 
F. R. S. to Mr. Baker, F. R. S. concerning 
the EleSirkity of Water. 

Dear Sir, 

Em,/ Feb. 27 . TT BEGIN with a Resolution to be mcr- 
'.4> °- ciful, and hope to keep it, efpecially 

as I perfecute you again fo loon ; and indeed the true 
Rcafon of my doing it now, is that this might reach 
you before I have the Favour of another from you, 
as it relates to an Article in my laft *. 

I this Atternoon, on reflecting afrefh on Monfieur 
Li Allamand s Experiment J-, refolved to make the fol- 

A1 2 lowing 


* p. 79 . fupra. + P- 59- f"pra. 
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lowing Trial, tho’ I was in no Doubt what the Ifluc 
would be: I took my tin Tube, which has two Anns 
to it, diredly oppoiitc one to another; and at that 
Dilhance from one End of the Tube, which is equal 
to the Length of one of the Arms, as you may per¬ 
ceive by the Figure in the Margin (not 
-q to trouble you with the Ufe it was 

made for, at prefent): This I fufpended 
by a filk Line from the Ceiling ofthe 
Room, letting it hang down ot a Length 
convenient tor my Purpofe. I then 
took a China Bafon, holding better 
nrci n than a Quart, and, having nearly filled 
the fame with Water, I flood on the 
L wax Cake, with this Bafon of Water 


% t , the Tube* 
m y J f the Arms. 

At (t) the Baton of Water 
was held. 


in my Hand, fo near .the pendulous 
Tube, that I could apply the Bafon to 
it with Convenience : Then, having 
Buffered myfelf to be cledrity’d, I held 


the Bafon fo under the Tube, that the lower End 


dipp’d an Inch more or lefs in the Water: Upon this 
d Perfon approached one End of one of the Arms 
with the Spirit of Wine in a Spoon, and it was im¬ 
mediately kindled with Vehemence; and at the fame 
time I received on one of my Fingers that held the 
Bafon a pungent Stroke; and that Stroke was given 
the very Inftant of Time the Snap was at the Spoon, 
or any other Objcd that was applied. The Wind was 
then South, and hard Rain, as mod Part of the Day; 


and yet, if one were difpofed to indulge Imagination, 
the Effluvia feemed to ad more flrongly than is 
ulual. I think there can be no Doubt, but that Water 


is as good a Medium of Communication to the Efflu¬ 


via, 
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*<via , as any Subjett whatever j for, that all thofe 
which came to the Spirit were convey'd to the Tube 
by the Water, I am certain fince the Tube dipp’d 
in the Centre, and was then motionlcfs; io that it 
never came fo near the Bafon as to receive any Ef- 
fiwvui from it. I am, 

SDear Sir , 

footing, Feb. 20 . in Evening, ToUrS, mod (lffettiondtelv, 
1745 - 6 . " * 

H. Miles. 



